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http://uscpr.org/activist-resource/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/palestine-as-a-queer-%20struggle/
http://uscpr.org/activist-resource/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/palestine-as-a-queer-%20struggle/
http://bdsmovement.net/pinkwashing
http://shado-mag.com/know/what-is-pinkwashing/
http://decolonizepalestine.com
http://palestinianfeministcollective.org/all-out-for-palestine/
http://www.blackwomenradicals.com/blog-feed/black-feminist-perspectives-on-
http://www.blackwomenradicals.com/blog-feed/black-feminist-perspectives-on-
http://www.972mag.com/trans-lgbtq-palestinian-israel-pinkwashing/
http://www.midnightsunmag.ca/all-out-for-palestine-against-queer-silence-and-
http://www.midnightsunmag.ca/all-out-for-palestine-against-queer-silence-and-
http://www.972mag.com/queer-israeli-youth-pinkwashing-palestinians/
http://en.velvele.net/2023/11/02/queers-speak-out-why-i-support-palestine/
http://uscpr.org/NoPrideInApartheid

This year, the 73rd commemoration of Nakba landed the same
week as Eid, the holiday that closes the holy month of Ramadan.
While Ramadan is supposed to be a time to rekindle spiritual
connectivity, this year Eid's festivity was undercut by the solemn
intensity of ongoing repression in Sheikh Jarrah, Silwan, the Al

Aqgsa Mosque and Gaza.41

Israel is falsely known as a beacon in a region void of rights. From
its supposed feminism to its “LGBTQ friendly” tourism, Israel's
reliance on militarization, repression, and racism receives

sparse attention.

|

gay sodas while swallowing domestic Zionist repression masked a

As a queer Arab, I drown between ads beckoning me to purchase ]
S

This correlation is not a contradiction: Their “Pride” is built upon
the repression and exploitation of others. And so I find place in
the placelessness, the movements we have paved to liberate our

lands and ourselves.J

originally published in the San Diego Union-Tribune:
www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/commentary/story/2021-06-28/opinion-trans-pale
stinian-pride-month-isolation
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Member 9, zoza

A LIBERATORY DEMAND FROM | (o coec
QUEERS IN PALESTINE

We write this as workers, students, farmers, parents - as \
Palestinians, as queer Palestinians.

Since October 7th, we have been witnessing an
accelerated genocide unfolding in the Gaza Strip and in

The brutality committed by the Israeli state produces/’

increasingly harrowing conditions for those who

remain alive in Palestine.

This brutality is sustained through the economic, military,
diplomatic, and political support of world leaders
(including the U.S.).

/



http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/commentary/story/2021-06-28/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/commentary/story/2021-06-28/
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FSecondIy, it exceptionalizes and absolves the structures culpable
in the very violence that many of us are responding to.

While the U.S. claims to affirm women and LGBTQ people, it is
selective which people it affirms. Following the 2016 Pulse
shooting, rainbow police cars flooded parades, stoking
transgender anxiety around police. A Palestinian woman, Noor
Salman, was imprisoned for years despite her repeated testimony
that she was a survivor of domestic violence. Pulse also catalyzed
Countering Violent Extremism, a counterterrorism program
utilizing social services to surveil and obstruct Muslim political

dissidew

Thus, while George W. Bush launched the war on terror, it was
“post-racist” icon Barack Obama who expanded it. Though Joe
Biden was elected by Muslims to dismantle the program'’s

successor, he pumped it full of funding and supported its third
rebranding. =

Similarly, in Israel and the U.S., progressive ideologies are imbued
with deceptive layers, often called “pinkwashing.” They have used
feminist and LGBTQ narratives to invade Gaza and
Afghanistan. I am not “proud” when progress is quantified by
Zionist miIitarizationJ
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livv\eare fighting interconnected systems of oppression. ‘

No queer solidarity can be fostered if [we don't disrupt] the
racialized, capitalist, fascist, and imperial structures that

[oppress] us.f

rV’\’Iﬁe call on queer and feminist
activists and groups around the
world to stand in solidarity with
the Palestinian people in their
resistance to displacement, land
theft, and ethnic cleansing and
their struggle for the liberation of
their lands and futures from
Zionist settler-colonialism.

This call cannot be answered only
by sharing statements and signing
letters, but by an active
engagement with decolonial
struggles in Palestine and around

\jhe globe./r
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ALL SYSTeEMs oF opPpescion
ARE BOoUND To EAcHoTHg/?

THERE CAVNoT B QueeR
L\BER;‘\TION WITHovT THE

LVBERAT (o oF ALL FEOP[E

@ SAMMY RABBIT

We, queer Palestinians, are an integral part of our society,
and we are informing you: from the heavily militarized alleys
of Jerusalem to Huwara's scorched lands, to Jaffa’s surveilled
streets and cutting across Gaza's besieging walls, from the

ﬁr to the sea, Palestine will be free.

_/

Visit gueersinpalestine.noblogs.org for the full text, plus
signatories and translations.
g I

A\

-
THERE'S NO PRIDEIN

OCCUPATION
WITI1 NN 'K


http://queersinpalestine.noblogs.org

I5US[OIA -|Blu0]0)-5B-3UIJSEMY UId-EpUBSed0Id-PUOASG/S9|D131E/310 SMED [ MMM :3]d13e ||nd

91

uoissaiddo |enxas/patapuad
pue WSI[eIuo|jod JO SWJ0} J3Yl0 01 SUOIIIAUUOD R «

1X91U0) |_IUO|02-J3[313S SMI UIyum Sulysemyuid pueisiapun e
S910A uelUnS3|ed Janb Jajua) «

:pinoys yaom Suiysemyuid-nuy

ZSISIAIIDE 10J U W SIYJ [[€ So0p JeUM

/- +3138n.3s Uno
Ul pue S3IIUNWWOI N0 Ul SIA|9sN0 Joj 2de|d e wied ap\ A1a100s
JNO pue SIA|9SIN0 UIIMID] USALIP 3 03 3PaM e Mo||e 0) 35N I\

SETRIE
uelunsajed Jo ued |ea83jul Ue se J|9s)l SM3IA 11 puy “uoissaiddo
3sijeaided pue jeyd.ersyed ysureSe 1ySiy 3yl yiim wisijeiuojod

3suieSe Y31y ay3 saSiaw Jusawanow 133anb uelunsajed ayl

- ‘JuawaAow 133nb ue!unsawm\

aseJa 03 syqom Suiysemyuid asnedaq sisiad syrhw ,JoInes 1|9els], 1A

"9SIMJ3Y30 JO ‘suedy 'JBBHb—SUE!U!lSB|Ed

JO UOI3INJISAP pue UoISN|IX3d 3y Uo pasiwalid
aJe YdIym ‘a1e3s [e1uojod ayj Jo saijod |enide ay) Jo e} ay)
u1 sal|} sand 1|9eJs] ul ,a8naJ Jaanb, Suipuily sueiunsasjed o YyiAw ayl

"SWwIe S,49Z1Uu0]03 113Y3 03ul Suluuna pue saRIUNWWO)
113Y3 wouj Suidedrsa Aq punoy} aq Ajuo ued uoiyesaqi| (9A1323]]0d
19A3u pue) jeuosad jey3 suejuiasajed 13anb sjja3 Suiysemyuid

‘suonjeuiSew jeannijod 1no mouieu yeyy ssaussajadoy jo
s8u1]9a} pas.q pue [S31319100S LIRS pue] |9eJST YlIM suelunsajed
J99nb a1eposse 1eyy syihw susayiduaais suiysemyuid pazijeutaju]

‘JY3iu AIan3 sallied ‘Mo|aq sem
OUM 10 MOY J0 3JaMm A3y 31aym 40

S1y3noy) wouj Jey ‘sasu-ysiy uo
Pa21|-UNS ‘p3JIWS pue spuey-1ou pue

Spuey s,Jay3o Yydea p|ay usaw ‘Umol JIAO ||y
‘BUUOpPEIA JO B3 JuaJayip e 3ulheld yoea

‘uiodydayd Aundas Jaye
uiodydayd A1undas y3noayl pis g

1118 23.4e] U0 pauani s|i13 Jo p|AIYs e
'SPUIMIPIS J13Y) Ul }dI|S

‘Aads ‘nyauajd—uysiy Jo
|[ooy2s e aJam s3e|} moquied S,A110 ayL

*9J9Y) JOAO snojnge} Sem 41| 193115
*J1e|} 119S9p 18348 B YIIM INg ‘DAI| T 9J3YyM

Ku0]02 J3[139s aY3 31| 10| B SeM 1]
¢Kes 1 ued 1eyp :shes aH

"Juam Auojod J3]139s 3y} 0}
diuy s,g moy mouy| 03 Juem sAeg ay

zado oJa.aue) 9|Ay

(49y3abol s2wo)
a|doad ay3 sayjen disnp 40)

13Mbdl ABD



http://www.alqaws.org/articles/Beyond-Propaganda-Pinkwashing-as-Colonial-

h’ . .
By promoting gay tourism, Israel

seeks to win the support of queer
communities across the world and
prevent connections with the [

At the club, B met a twunk

Pa IESti N ia n Struggle. j in a harness who would shout things like

We're so lucky to be alive—as in: under
the molly under the red lights

under the ceiling
under the missile defense system

The promotion of “gay-friendly Israel” relies on presenting

Palestinians (and Arabs more generally) as the opposite: sexually
regressive—and therefore undeserving of solidarity. These
| stereotypes draw on racism and Islamophobia. and not Over There, where, like smog,

gay hate hugs the air.

The term “propaganda” does not capture the true scope of But th'is one queer kept trying to inte,rject.
pinkwashing. Recognizing pinkwashing as colonial violence can There’s queers on the fringes too, he'd start,
help us understand how Israel oppresses Palestinians.

queers teargassed, queers shot
in self-proclaimed self-defense

FI;I breaks apart and eliminates Palestinian communities through: while club queers choose which tank,

which cross-body bag to wear.

1. The military violence of occupation and siege

The legal regimes of apartheid And each time he'd begin to speak,

the EDM would just keep playing

2
3. The denial of refugees’ right of return
4

louder and louder,

Dividing Palestinians psychologically almost like the DJ was doing it on purpose J

— This is where pinkwashing comes in!

Pinkwashing pushes the racist idea that sexual diversity is foreign to

Palestinian society. This tells queer Palestinians that they must Source:
give up on some part of their experience: we can either be queer iewishcurrents.org/gay-travel-or-music-makes-
and not accepted as a Palestinian, or we can be Palestinian and not the-people-come- together f

accepted as queer.

15 8



http://jewishcurrents.org/gay-travel-or-music-makes-the-people-come-%20together
http://jewishcurrents.org/gay-travel-or-music-makes-the-people-come-%20together
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During the Palestinian nakba, my grandparents were forced out
of their land to Lebanon. Later on, my family immigrated to
France during the Lebanese civil war. The only thing grandpa got
from the house before fleeing was the key and a picture of him
and grandma infront their house. He would always talk about jaffa
oranges, his house and the Mediterranean sea. | grew up wanting
to know how | am, where I'm originally from so in 2017 | decided to
search from my grandparents original house in old Jaffa. Long
story short, with the help of Palestinians living there we found the
stairs that used to lead to my grandfather's house , we found the
house . We found the lighted window which was once a kitchen
window. As a queer Palestinian, the only time | felt angry and
broken about seeing a pride flag was when | saw it flying on
grandparents house, on my stolen land.
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Words from a queer American Jew:

When one side of a “conflict” can control the other’s
water, food, electricity, and internet supply—when
one side receives over $3 billion in military funding
from the United States every year—and when the
other side is forced to evacuate with absolutely
nowhere to go—that is not “conflict.” That is
extermination.

Matt Bernstein
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These location-tagged stories are anonymous submissions to
Queering the Map (queeringthemap.com), a collaborative
project of "digitally archiving LGBTQ2IA+ experience in
relation to physical space.” |

- - ‘l |
X
I received messages at grindr from Israeli men wearing military

uniform saying ‘ they will kill me’ with photos of D9-Z machine
guns with laughing faces just few hours after | landed at the
airport. | had to delete the Palestinian flag next to my name to ’
stop receiving these kinds of messages. This was my first time 4
visiting the land my grandparents were Kicked out of , using the
privilege of having a Canadian passport.
Y ey -
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They shot him, my heart burned, everyone consoled me for the

loss of a friend, they did not know that | lost myself, that bullet
Killed both of us, they said that you are a martyr that you are in
heaven, | will come to you, my love, wherever you are, heaven,
hell, or nothingness .... | will come to you.
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http://queeringthemap.com

cl

]
,’~\ / o B
| w
S

es
ys-yse as — MAN - .
'sBujjqs uejuyseled Aw pue Jayjoig AW uo Aosews - T T
aABY POY) JSOWBI0) PUE 1sl) Uejufise|ed Bujaq s3] 1no Bujeq
puoAaq s| wopaaly Aw Ing 8al) aq 0} Ysim | paj|y 106 oym Jayjoiq '
s'-lsﬁ Aul 88s 0} YsiM | 8Aes| 0} pey sjualed Aw abej|iA 8y} 88s 0}

— 1 BUO 9SBJS SI9S|UOJ0D 9] JOU [|IM | puE ssauleanb Aw pue A13unod

USIM | BJleH @8s 0} YsIM | "aw 0} BujyiAue ueswi 3,useop 1no Bujeg ‘ -
: é

-~

r - L .Y SE— T Ok u 4
l\\ /k, ‘ y ‘ - v | “tz\:h

- 2b,.

. us' m-—
")l 8AI8S8P NOA ‘plIOM ay) ul poob ayy

(1 NOA ysim | “Liede Yup pue Saio JUJaIp Ul 8Al| Sh apew sjulod)yoayo Ijoels!
18y} 8)ey | 81| 00| p|N0d aunss|ed Jeanb jeym Joj adoy aw aneb noa "ul usaq
J1aA8 aA,| diysuonejal 1sa1y3eay ay} 818M NOA JBY) MOUY 0} NOA PaJUBM | -SEM |
aAneioaidde moy Buissaidxa ul Jes|o 1,UseMm | 8SeD U "aW Poo}siapun NoA ‘pliom
8y} PO0}SIapun NOA OIS pue A10)sIY ‘@1nyno ‘sonijod ‘uciBije. ‘sebenbue|
passnosip 8M Moau AW passiy pue ejsed Yysalj aw payood ‘puey AW pjay NoA

1 X
- ————yey e |
L — vSSY
— oLy
7 Py
: {/o
O
) 2
—— P“”d Ll
1 3 o y o ———
- g - ——
N e D ————— i

|le 10} S| @A0| S, ye||e "898} 8Q UBD J8Y}0 8} OS 8W JO jley

AW UsBM}Bq 8SOYD JOU [|IM | "UBJU[}SB|Ed WE | PUB ‘SUBI) WE |

T -

\ =)
N\ A\ A
— "\
N\ . 1 ‘,
\ Za '

2

Ll

Q\\\\C‘
/5
P‘_A“}‘J‘_ —

"PUE| UMO INO UO 80UO 10J 831} 8 P|NOD M Jey} pue Jabuoj ou sem uonednooo
SIY3 Ysim | 3yBiu auo 104 "NOA Yyim Bas BZBD JBAO 18SUNS 8y} YO1EM PNOD | YSIM |

!
|
|

X

19pS -
’éh {

£ rl‘
L~ unouey M
Al Sa o — —— — — —
‘usnesy
JQ ul noA SSI |IIm | ‘sSnUNoA O] ‘pesp aq ||IM | UOOS puy "00] palp

awi jo Jed Biq e yujyy | ‘Buiquioq ayj uj pe|p 8H "awl} €| SSI4 0}
AYs 00} SEM | PUE 1810 YOoea 8]| &M YoNnul MOy P[0} Pey e oeq
sAep oM} pajp aH *AnB auo sju} Bujsspy Jou sj 101681 15860619 AN
*Aewl Jeym awoo ‘swioy Aw anes| 0} Bujob jou we | '8|p | 810j8q
aJiay Alowsw Aw aq 0 S|y} Juem isn| | os aA|| [[IM | Buo| Moy 3p|

e et s 21 — -
”vn “'\'-

A

be,

Y

i
"PIEMOD |

P! e sem | A110s w,| ‘BujyiAue uey) aioul NoA paiope | Moy plIoM
8y} p|o1 A|pe|B aAey PINOM | ‘@l W01} NOA 8.} P|NOM SN UO UMOP
Bujuies squuog 1Y) UMOUY pey | J| ‘Mou auob aJe noA }aA ‘pInoo
aM J| ob pjnom am saoe|d au} [|e 10 ayods aM "ISE| 18 881} ‘puey
pue puey ‘uns ay} uj 3no Bujyiis aw pue noA paujBew skemie aa |

1 X

I adhod G

S

&
@
»



